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1 Abstract of Title:  A condensed history of the title to land, consisting of a synopsis or summary 
of the material or operative portion of all conveyances…Blacks Law Dictionary, Fifth Edition. 
2  Chain of Title:  Successive conveyances, or other forms of alienation, affecting a particular 
parcel of land, arranged consecutively, from the government or original source of title down to 
the present holder.  Blacks Law Dictionary, Fifth Edition; Where a grantor or land agreed to show 
and present to the grantee a perfect “chain of title from the U.S. government,” the words “chain of 
title from the U.S. government mean the successive links, each perfect in itself, to communicate 
to the grantee, and invest in him, the title of the government, and not merely colorable title, with 
possession and payment of taxes, sufficient to bar a recovery by an adverse claimant under the 
statute of limitations.  Payne v. Markle, 89 Ill. 66, 69. 



 

RAMONA HAGE MORRISON 
12105 Mystic Sands Drive 

Sparks, NV  89441 
775.722.2517 

rhmorrison@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
February 1, 201 
 
Mr. Jason King, P.E. 
State Engineer 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
Division of Water Resources 
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 2002 
Carson City, Nevada  89701 
 

RE:  IN THE MATTER OF THE DETERMINATION OF THE RELATIVE RIGHTS IN 
AND TO ALL WATERS, BOTH SURFACE AND UNDERGROUND, LOCATED 
WITHIN DIAMOND VALLEY, HYDROGRAPHIC BASIN NO. 10-153, EUREKA AND 
ELKO COUNTIES, STATE OF NEVADA 

 
Dear Mr. King: 
 
 Under cover of this letter please find the attached Exhaustive Chain of Title and Exhibits 
in Support of Proofs of Vested Water Rights Appurtenant to the Renner Ranch in Eureka 
County, Nevada, Ira R. & Montira Renner, Owner of Record.  Documents include a complete 
copy of the abstract of title and accompanying documents from the public record and published 
works.   

 
 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   
 
      Regards, 
 
      /S/ Ramona Hage Morrison 
      Agent for Daniel Ira R.  

& Montira Renner 
 











LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
of 

PATENTED LANDS 
 

Renner Ranch  
Eureka County, Nevada 

Owner of Record:  Ira R. & Montira Renner 
 
 
Parcel 1: 
T25N R53E: 
Sec. 5:  Lots 3 & 4; S1/2NW1/4; W1/2SE1/4; N1/2SW1/4; SE1/4SW1/4; 
N1/2SW1/4SW1/4 
Sec. 6:  Lots 1 & 2; S1/2NE1/4; NE1/4SE1/4; N1/2SE1/4SE1/4; 
NW1/4SE1/4 
T26N R53E: 
Sec. 32: S1/2NW1/4; SW1/4SE1/4; SW1/4 
 
Excepting Therefrom an undivided one-half interest in and to all coal, oil, gas 
and other minerals of every kind and nature in and under said land as reserved 
in Deed from George M. Smiraldo and Alma Smiraldo, his wife, recorded March 
1, 1961, in Book 26, Page 16, Deed Records, Eureka County, Nevada. 

 
Parcel 2: 
T26N R53E:  
Sec. 31:  Lots 9 & 10; E1/2W1/2E1/2SE1/4; E1/2W1/2W1/2E1/2SE1/4. 
 
Excepting Therefrom all mineral deposits in and under said land reserved by the 
United States of America, in Patent recorded January 26, 1979, in Book 68, Page 
393, Official Records, Eureka County, Nevada. 
 



As to All Parcels: 
 
Together with all building and improvements situate thereon. 
 
Together with all tenements, hereditaments, easements and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining, and the reversions and 
reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues and profits thereof…. 
 
Together with all water and water rights, ditch or ditch rights and other rights to 
water, of any nature whatsoever, appurtenant to the property, including but not 
limited to the following permit numbers:  39106; 39107; 52465; 58058; 58059; 
V04231; 37914; 37915; 347917; 37918; 37919; 37920; 37921; 37922; 37923; 37925; 
50075; 50076; 73570; 73571; 73572; 73573; V02432; V04231  
 
Together With all grazing and grazing rights appurtenant to the property, 
including but not limited to the following allotment numbers:  10069 Jiggs; 10039 
Flynn/Parman Individual; 10044; Parman Individual. 
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History of Renner Ranch: 
 Narrative in Support of Proofs of Vested Claims to Waters 

Appurtenant to the Renner Ranch 
 

Owner of Record:  Ira R. and Montira Renner 
Eureka County, Nevada 

 
 The area of Diamond Valley wherein the Renner Ranch is located was surveyed by a 
United States Surveyor, O. A. Palmer, in 1870.  A cabin and small Lake called Dou Pah Gade 
by the surveyor is located Section 5 in Township 25N and Range 53E on a road from Palisades 
to Eureka.  The surveyor also noted springs and a road to the springs in Section 22 in 
Township 26N, Range 53E.   
 
 In 1873 J. B. Scott was assessed property taxes by Eureka County on 90 Horses, 150 
cattle and a possessory claim to a tract of land situated in Eureka County about 40 miles north 
of the town of Eureka and 10 miles north of the Shipley Ranch, on the old Nevada 
Transportation Wagon Road, containing 160 acres a log house and coral.  In June of 1874 J. B. 
Scott filed a 13.88 acres possessory claim of agricultural land containing a small lake lying on 
the west side of Diamond Valley about 40 miles north of Eureka. 
 
 In July of 1874 John B. Scott obtained a mortgage from Smith Harris and Hirum Crowell 
for $696 in gold coin for his 160 acre parcel being known as the “Guy Ranch” (legibility 
uncertain).  In 1875, William C. Scott, presumably a relative, paid the property taxes on the 160 
acres property including 58 head of horses, 147 of various types of cattle.  The property was 
described as Commencing at a stake standing about ¼ mile West of the house occupied by J.B. 
Scott and running thence South 80.00 chains to a stake; Thence East 20.00 chains to a stake; 
Thence North 80.00 chains to a stake; Thence West 20.00 chains, to a place of beginning, 
containing 160 acres and known as the Gray Ranch.   
 

In 1876, both John and William obtained a mortgage from T. J. Reed for land being 
known as the “Gray Ranch” and known as the Scott Ranch.  In 1878, the Scotts executed 
another mortgage for the same ranch with J. T. Read for $600 gold coin and recorded it in 1880. 
The Scotts continued to expand their ranching operation and in 1879 they owned 90 horses, 80 
cattle, and 275 stock cattle.  In 1880 William Scott recorded the Hb connected brand in Eureka 
County.    
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In 1880 J. B. Scott sold the ranch to R. Sadler and G. W. Baker and then in 1885 Scott, 
Sadler and Baker executed a quitclaim deed to Robert Bailey for $2,000.  Beginning in 1887, 
Robert and Marietta Bailey began applying for contracts for State Select lands.  In addition, 
they purchased State Select land claims of M. G. Cavanaugh, H. S. Bullock, and J. C. Powell in 
1889.  These three men appear to be entry-men or agents for the Bailey’s.  By 1900, the Bailey’s 
owned 30 range horses and 300 stock cattle, and farming implements as a part of the combined 
farming and ranching operation.  In 1900 Robert Bailey was issued his first Nevada State 
Patent. 

 
In 1904 Robert Bailey passed away and after an estate settlement, the ranch was 

conveyed to his son, Robert D. Bailey.  He acquired a loan from C. Boomhower for $1,000 gold 
coin on lands totaling 1,008.30 acres of patented and contracted state lands.  In 1912, the 
Bailey’s conveyed the land back to Boomhower who turned around and sold the ranch to 
Joseph Flynn, Sr.  In 1916 and 1917, a number of the State Patents contracts initiated by the 
Bailey’s were finally paid off and issued. 

 
In 1925 Joseph Flynn, Sr. sold the 1,008.30 ranch to his son Joseph Flynn, Jr. and 

Catherine Flynn.  In 1957, the Flynn’s sold the ranch to George M. and Alma Smiraldo who 4 
years later sold out to Tom Johnson, et. al. who then sold the ranch the same year to George L. 
and Jewelle C. Parman.  In 1978 Lawrence Parman quitclaimed his interest to Jewelle Parman 
prior to Jewelle, George L. and Ruth Parman selling to Denny S. and Della C. Mulford.  The 
Mulfords obtained a patent from the United States in 1979 for 64.89 acres adjoining the existing 
property in T26N R53E. The Mullfords incorporated into Diamond Springs Ranch, Inc. in 1996.  
In 2013 they sold their ranching interests to Ira R. and Montira Renner, the present owners. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
/S/  Ramona Hage Morrison 
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Ramona Hage Morrison 
12105 Mystic Sands Drive 

Sparks, Nevada 89441 
775.722.2517 

rhmorrison@sbcglobal.net 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF RAMONA HAGE MORRISON IN SUPPORT OF  
ABSTRACT OF TITLE, 

EXHAUSTIVE CHAIN OF TITLE AND PROOF OF VESTED WATER RIGHTS 
 
 
STATE OF NEVADA ) 
    ss 
COUNTY OF WASHOE ) 
 
RAMONA HAGE MORRISON, being duly sworn says: 
 
 

1. That I am a citizen of the United States, currently a resident of Washoe County, 
Nevada and of full age and competence. 

 
2. From my early years until present, I have been engaged in ranching as well as 

professionally engaged in property rights policy.  I am knowledgeable of property 
rights, water and water rights, fee simple land ownership, land use and 
appurtenances to land, including vested water rights, rights-of-ways and 
easements as they relate to western rangeland ranches. 

 
3. My parents, Wayne and Jean Hage owned the Pine Creek Ranch in the Monitor 

Valley, Nevada. I presently own an interest in the ranch along with my brother 
and sisters. 

  
4. Pine Creek Ranch has been the subject of multiple lawsuits involving vested 

water rights.  I have first-hand knowledge of the Southern Monitor Valley 
adjudication wherein the U.S. Forest Service filed federal reserve water rights 
claims on the vested stock and irrigation waters belonging to Pine Creek Ranch.  I 
have first hand knowledge of the State Engineer's Final Order recognizing the 
vested rights of Pine Creek Ranch and subsequent ruling by the Fifth Judicial 
District Court upholding the State Engineer’s Order.   

 
5. I have been retained to conduct extensive research projects of the public record to 

prepare a chain-of-title documenting the use of vested irrigation, domestic and 
stock watering rights in Nevada, Arizona, California, Wyoming, Idaho and New 
Mexico.   

 
6. I have conducted research in county recorder’s, assessor’s and clerk’s offices; the 

state water engineer's offices; the state archives; the local, and regional offices 
and records of the BLM and U.S. Forest Service; and the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C., Denver, and San Bruno. 
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6. I have testified in Nevada Water Adjudication hearings regarding the chain of 
title, history and local law, custom and use of vested water rights.  I have also 
testified in Federal District Court regarding the same in which over 300 title 
exhibits were admitted under my testimony.   

 
7. I was retained to prepare an exhaustive chain of title for Ira and Montira Renner, 

owner of the Renner Ranch in Diamond Valley, Eureka County, Nevada.  I have 
researched the public records of Diamond Springs Ranch, and its appurtenant 
vested waters. 

 
8. I have thoroughly researched the existing public record including Surveys, Deeds, 

Mortgages, Chattel Mortgages, Miscellaneous records, Assessment Rolls, Water 
Rights and Surveys in Lander and Eureka County.   

 
8. I have provided the Ira and Montira Renner with documentation to support his 

claims of vested water rights. 
 
 

_______________________________  _____________________________ 
Ramona Hage Morrison    Date 
 
 
 
 
 Before me ______________________________ a Notary Public in and for Washoe 
County, Nevada appeared Ramona Hage Morrison known and made known to me and did 
affirm the truth of the facts herein stated and placed his signature on this document on this the 
___  day of January, 2019. 
 
  
 
 
My commission expires:     ____________________________ 

Notary Public Signature 
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