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Clarification on intent of Exhibit 355

In communication with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF}, the applicant for Application
80700, it became clear that the primary intent of the Walker River Paiute Tribe’s (Tribe) Exhibit 355
submittal was not made clear in the document. Additionally, two errors in data presentation were
brought to our attention. This submittal offers clarification on the intent of Exhibit 355, and an
amended Table 4 and Figure 10 to correct identified errors.

Exhibit 355, as indicated on the cover page, is submitted on behalf of the Watker River Paiute Tribe in
support of the draft Accounting Protocol that has been developed through the combined efforts of the
Tribe, NFWF and the Bureau of Indian Affairs {BIA). The draft Accounting Protocol is the key technical
document for a Conveyance Agreement, yet to be executed by the parties, but referenced in the NFWF's
Application 80700.

The primary intent of the Exhibit 355 is to provide data and basic interpretations in support of the
accounting approach that has been presented to the Nevada State Engineer for the forthcoming
proceedings. The draft Accounting Protocol represents a carefully considered and documented set of
spreadsheet-compatible equations, with multiple logic paths depending on a variety of possible physical
conditions that may be in place for measuring stream flows in the lower Walker River. The historic
stream flow gage data and basic interpretations of the data are not specifically introduced in the
Accounting Protocol documentation, but are provided in Exhibit 355 so that the Tribe may adequately
answer and support the rationale underlying the draft Accounting Protocal.

Specifically, the lower Walker River is characterized as a hydrologic system that contains a range of
variability in losing and at times gaining conditions. Losses and gains are interpreted to be a function of
a number of variables, most notably, the stage and magnitude of flow in the river, whether the stage is
rising or falling, and the season of the year. Due to the existing hydrologic system variability, several
simplified accounting approaches and assumptions that conceivably could be used in the canveyance
accounting were dismissed in favor of a daily (real time) accounting approach that has been filed as
Exhibit 354.

The draft Accounting Protocol is supported by the Tribe as a method that has the ability to accurately
account for the water flowing onto and through the Walker River Indian Reservation. With this accuracy
and transparency in the accounting, the Tribe feels that the potential for conflict between parties is
minimized under the draft Accounting Protocol, and reduces the potential for future harm to the Tribe
and the Allottees that depend on water diversions at Little Dam. Additionally, the daily accounting
protocol will provide necessary quantifications for operation of Weber Reservoir by the BIA for dual
release of NFWF water and the Tribe's irrigation water, plus other natural flows in the river, when
present. '




Amended Figure 10 (Exhibit 355, p. 14)

Replacement Paragraph 3:

Over the period of record, this segment exhibits both gaining and losing conditions (Figure 10). Weber
Reservoir operations affect the daily losses or gain observed from between the gages.” Also, it should
be noted that the inaccuracy of high flow measurements at the Cow Camp gage, due to bypass flow
conditions, may account for apparent seasonal gains in flow during wet years such as 1995-99 and 2006.
In dry years, there appears to be a near neutral to moderate loss in this reach. More detailed
examination of the data may be possible, but the general point of variability in conditions is illustrated.
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Amended Figure 10 - Difference in Daily Flows between Cow Camp and Little Dam 1995 to 2011
Period of Record (including diversions from Canals 1 and 2)




Amended Table 4 and Corresponding Text {Exhibit 355, p. 18)

Replacement Paragraph 1:

Over the 17 year period from 1995 to 2011 during which there have been gages in concurrent operation
at Wabuska and Little Dam, the loss in river flow between Wabuska and Little Dam averages 18.9%
annually during the irrigation season, with a standard deviation of 15.3% (Table 4). During low flow
years, the loss in flow between Wabuska and Littie Dam increases to 26.8%, with a standard deviation of
16.2%. Weber Reservoir releases of prior stored water during the irrigation season are included in these
values (not factored out). When accounting for the net storage depletion over the irrigation season, the
average flow difference increases to 27.5%. Table 4 is intended to document the presence and degree
of losing stream flow conditions in the lower Walker River and be illustrative of the range of variability
observed annually in the flow system. A volume-weighted average value should be utilized in place of
the values presented above for any long-term average volumetric determinations (not presented in
Exhibit 355).
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