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"NEVADA'S BILLION DOLLAR ASSET-~-WATER"

Conservation Pledge

I give my pledge as an American to
save and faiThfully to defend from

waste, the natural resources of my
country--Its soils and minerals,
ite forests, water and wildlife.

Down through the centuries the pages of history are blotted
with man's waste and mistreatment of our earth's natural re-
aources. We have developed to be sﬁpérior in many ways, bu#
not along the conservation trail. Our natural resources muét
hsve seemed to bhe of ﬁnlimited supply to the first pioneers.
After the pioneers, the exploiters aﬁd more humanity came.

' The logger's axe mowed paths through fo:ests, the plow made
meadow;land into fields, and so with all of our country's nate
ural resources. So it went with water. To them, what was water?
¥othing at the time because there wasg so much of it, but now it
mesng z 1ot to us. Through their carelessness water is limited
now. iﬂ places people have to spend tremendous sums for the
digging of wells so that there may be enough for all uses. Some
waters are contaminated because of man's carelessness. Fish
can't liw¥e there, and the water ts not fit for swimming or;
other uses. They say thst, "next to air he breathes, water is
man's grestest necessity." This saying should mean a lot to
Nevada citizené, because we have a limited supply of water here.

Lack of water on thes lend has been the greatest hdld-back in the

development of agriculture in Nevada. Dry farming has been tried

but was not sucessful in most cases. Irrigation seemed to be the



b .
est and only way to Nevada farmers. Irrigation was a simple matter

wher the farmers first used it. A simple dam stored up the water amd
- from there it Was flooded over the fields. That was sll there was to
it. The first farmers wasted much of the water. fhcnlthey learned
the importance and scarcity of water in Nevada. They set up a system
of canals, heédgates, and ditchas, thereby cuttin g down the loss of

water to a very small amount. The first settlers pelieved the arid

12nd ar utter waste.

Y¥ow we are learning how to handle the situation. Outside help has

come from the goverrment. Ever since that time the government has

been helping Nevada with its water situatiom. This is just oné exXa

emple, but through great dams like Hoover Dam we have backed up the

" 1argest man-made lake in the world, Lake Mrad. Hoover Dam furnishes

power for the states of Wevaéa, and parts of Utah, Arizona and Calif-

ornia. It is also a wondar one never forgets. pecauge of it people

211 the way to the Gulf of Lower'Califbrnia do not have Lo WOTry

about floods; they slso know that 1t provides a sure water supply.

These are just a few of the ways in which a cam can help. Meny

tourist attractions have besn developed hacause of adeguate water

development. Almost egerythiing depends on water: that is why we

should conserve it. Water is the 1ife-blood of civilization. Water

can help to be congerved by the following means: water-shed pro-

tection, water storage, prevention of canal and ditch losses, DTOLEr

irrigstion, and control of ground water. Thase are wWays that we

can conserve water.
Here are Some reasons why Nevada is the most arid of all the

states: Nevada has an average normal précipitation of 8.87 inches

g year. The heaviest annual precipitation, more than 20 inches, is



in the high mountains, mostly in the northern pzrt of our state.
The lightest precipitation bebng S.i inches in the scuthern nert
of the stat&. Nevada has many str=sme with an average flow of
two million acre-feet of water annually. Nevada does not have .=
many lakes. The two biggest are Lake Tahoe, and Lake ﬁead.%

The best way we can consServe our ground-water resources ic to
not overdevelop them. Hverything in Nevada depends on wise use

of this water--farming, forestry, 1ivestock, industry, fndustrial

develooment, and tourist trade. our billion dollar wealth depends
on those items. Without water they would not be possible; ?here-
fore, water is our billion dollar asset, People in Nevada are
trying to use this asset wisely because they_knqw there is a scar-
¢ity of water in our state. It is up to the people to use this

asset wisely and to the best sdvantage.possible. It is everyone's

regponsibility--upom it our whole existence depends.



